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Huntington, NY—On Monday, Congressman Steve Israel (D-Huntington) joined Huntington
Town Supervisor Frank Petrone and Huntington Town Council Members to announce legislation
that will use the purchasing power of the federal government to spur the adoption of clean
energy “plug-in hybrid” vehicles. Congressman Israel, who serves on the powerful House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water, will introduce the “Purchasing
Low-Emission Vehicles for Use in Government (PLUG) Act,” legislation that requires the federal
government to replace up 50,000 vehicles in the federal fleet with plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles.

“Let’s face it: no matter how visionary a technology may be or what benefit it may provide to the
world, it still depends on two things--supply and demand,” said Congressman Israel. “My
legislation recognizes this and uses the purchasing power of the federal government to create
the demand so that Detroit creates plug-in hybrid vehicles. It swaps out 50,000 gas guzzling
vehicles from the federal fleet that need to be replaced anyway and replaces them with plug-in
hybrid vehicles that get much better mileage and produce fewer greenhouse gas emissions.”

Rep. Israel was joined by Huntington Town Supervisor Frank Petrone and Huntington Town
Council Members. The Town of Huntington received a federal grant to purchase a hybrid fuel
refuse truck, two hybrid fuel passenger buses and one 100% electrically-powered bus. A typical
refuse truck gets 2.8 miles per gallon, and consumes 8,000 gallons of fuel a year. 

“Along with towns like Huntington, the federal government needs to act as a catalyst to help
incentivize investments and reduce risk incurred by the private sector when researching and
developing advanced energy technologies,” added Israel.

According to the Energy Information Administration, the transportation sector consumed 69%
percent of all petroleum used in the United States in 2005. The federal government is the
largest consumer of energy.

Hybrid vehicles can get up to 70 miles per gallon of gasoline and produce fewer greenhouse
emissions than conventional vehicles. They achieve significantly better gas mileage than
standard hybrid vehicles through the use of a large battery, which can be charged by plugging
the battery into a standard home electrical outlet. Significant strides have been made in the
research and development of plug-in hybrid vehicles, but automobile manufacturers have
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stalled further development due to uncertain demand in the market. Israel’s legislation was
drafted after he questioned the “Big Three” automakers on plug-in hybrid technologies and they
expressed the need for a sustained market and incentives for research and development of new
technologies.

Israel’s legislation would give Detroit a guaranteed purchase order by requiring that the federal
government replace aging vehicles in the federal fleet (such as federal cars, trucks or postal
vans) with new plug-in hybrid vehicles over a five-year period.
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